A Mysterious Faculty
stay where he is or he can go to Europe or to China,
or anywhere else, at least along the surface of the earth.
While he travels he can see not only the spot he passes,
but usually some part of the road ahead and behind,
This is true whether he walks along a road or flies a
fast aeroplane. He can stop when and where he wants,
and he can travel at practically any speed between
walking and the several hundred miles per hour of
a modern aeroplane. He sees all kinds of motion in
nature, including the travels of celestial bodies. He
has the wonderful ability to see. All these faculties
would permit him to build himself an impression and
certain understanding about space. Conditions are
entirely different with respect to time; man appears
to be chained completely to a given "spot" on the
line of time. He " moves " along, completely unable
to change the " direction " or " rate " of this motion,
or to stop it. A most important new condition, or a
catastrophic event, would not be noticed even a second
before it actually arrived. This forces the conclusion
that the future really has no existence, while in fact
this is most probably a misconception created by the
extreme limitation of our faculties of " seeing " in this
direction*
The fact that the future already has some existence
must not be taken as denying our free will. This
future probably exists as a "framework/' or a stage
prepared for the actors, namely, ourselves, to step on
to. This may be compared to a geographic framework
like London, or Alaska, or the Grand Canyon. All
these " frameworks" existed before we paid them a
visit. When we arrive there we have freedom to act
as we please. However, the smrowwiings or " frame-